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The Waterwheel: A Tale of Tears

Grandmother: [spoken]         The Waterwheel: A Tale  of Tears

Child: [spoken]                      Tell me, Grandma, tell me now.

                                               Where does the water come from

                                               To work our waterwheel?   

6

Grandmother: [spoken]          High in the sky

                                               Roams a lonely dragon

                                               Weeping for it's children

                                               Grown, and fled far away.

                                               It's tears fall to earth,

                                               Fill the oceans

                                               And feed the fish.

                                               It's pain drenches the mountains,

                                               Flows over rivers

                                               To come spin our wheel.

                       

11

rit. molto rit.

5

4

5

4

6

4

6

4

?
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Chorus 1

Beautifully Rocking
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Child: [spoken]                      A kite's new wings

                                               Are caught in the clouds,

                                               Ripped by angry currents 

                                               As day turns to night.

                                               Looming far below is land

                                               One slip and it's death.

                                               The only way to go is

                                               Is higher and homewards.
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Chorus II

Gentler and slower
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Grandmother: [spoken]          A mother's tears are magic.

                                               They caress paper and string.

                                                A wooden kite springs alive, 

                                                Breathing fire and steam.

                                                Clouds fall under him.

                                                He glides with newborn strength. 

                                                His scales are sparkling

                                                Like a rainbow of flames.
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œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

˙
™

˙
œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œb

œ

œ

œb

œ
˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

b

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

b

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙
™

™

™

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

™

˙

˙

˙
™

™

™

˙

˙

˙
™

™

™

˙

˙

˙
™

™

™

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

™
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{

°

¢

{

{

{

82

rit. 

q = 84
86

91

95

5

4

5

4

6

4

6

4

&

dra

decresc poco a poco

gons- are fly ing- the dra gons- are fly ing- the dra gons- are fly ing-

√

(long)

?

fly ing- the dra gons- are fly ing- the dra gons- are fly ing- the dra gons- are fly ing-

√(long)

&

∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

–

—

(long)

(hold past singers

 dropping out)
l.v.

?

decresc poco a poco

∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

–

—

(long)

?

p

The Waterwheel joins the Kite

Child: [spoken]                      Tell me, Grandma, tell me now.

                                               What is a dragon?

,

(as before but only this one time)

&

?

° (hold pedal down almost throughout)

&

&

Getting slower and slower Like a kite disappearing from view

decresc poco a poco

”

“

&

&

“

< >

ppp

Very, very slowly

ppppp

Play these notes but push 

down the keys so slowly

that no sound comes out.

ÿ

◊

&

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ

˙ w ™

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ

˙ ˙
™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

w

w

w

√

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙
™

™

™

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

™

˙

˙

˙
™

™

™

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

™

˙

˙

˙
™

™

™

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

™

w

w

w

w

ƒ

™

™

™

™

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ ˙

œ

œ
œ ˙

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

˙ ™ ˙ ˙ ™ ˙

Ó
™

˙ ™ ˙

œ

œ

Ó
™

˙
™

˙

œ

œ

˙ ™ ˙

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ ˙

™

œ

œ
œ ˙

™

œ

œ
œ

œ

˙

˙ ™ ˙

Ó
™

˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙
™

˙
™

˙
™

œ

œ
œ ˙

™

œ

œ
œ

œ

˙

œ

œ
œ

œ

˙
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